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Sam’s Club Membership Update
by Richard Zierdt 

OK – it’s done. All *new* Sam’s requests were finally fulfilled on
January 21 (at 7 AM!). As I write this (January 22), not all new requestors
have been notified, but I do a bunch every evening (email addresses help).
I apologize for the delay. All *existing* RCA/SAM’s cards were renewed
in early November, 2002, so there should have been no problem with
those. Let me know if you had any. (Some existing RCA/SAMers still have
not paid for their Sam’s renewal. When I had a doubt about a member, I
did not delete their card – yet. Please pay up!) 

As a goodwill gesture, since new card requestors did not have use of
their cards for several months, new accounts issued this year will be good
through October 31, 2004. Check the expiration date of your card(s) when
you receive your RCA membership renewal form this September. If it’s
good through 2004, do not pay the $30 Sam’s fee. *However, RCA mem-
bership dues are still required.* 

Why get a business Sam’s Club card through the RCA? Because it’s
$5 less than a regular Sam’s membership, *and* you can shop Monday
through Saturday during Sam’s extended “business” hours of 7 AM - 10
AM. Regular hours begin at 10 am Monday through Friday, and 9:30 am
Saturday. Sunday hours are the same (10am - 6 pm). 

One important note about credit cards: Sam’s does *not* take
Mastercard, Visa, or American Express. I’ve heard it takes Discover. I
know it takes cash, check, and ATM (debit) cards. The problem is exacer-
bated by the practice that the customer is not informed of this until check-
out, when a cart full of merchandise has been collected! 

County Proposes to Close VFD Station 21
The RCA has learned that the County proposes to close Kensington

Volunteer Fire Department Station 21 on Veirs Mill Road. This firestation
serves our own RCA-land in many ways. Please call 301-929-8030 for
recorded information and action YOU can take.

The following public information flyer was issued by the Kensington
Volunteer Fire Department.

County Planning Dangerous Changes to Fire and Rescue Service

The Kensington Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) operates four fire
stations in the greater Kensington, Wheaton, Veirs Mill and Leisure World
areas. Together, these four stations protect a population of over two hun-
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The Echo is the official publication of the Randolph Civic Association, Inc., P.O. Box 2202,
North Bethesda, Maryland 20852. The Echo is published 8 times a year and distributed
free to all residents of Franklin Park, Hilltop Square, Montrose Park, Randolph Hills,
Randolph Farms, and Westminster. Deadline for submission of articles varies; the next
deadline is noted in each issue. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Eileen White, 11225
Ashley Drive, North Bethesda, Maryland 20852, 301-984-2579, email eewhite@erols.com.

The Randolph Civic Association was formed in 1955 and incorporated in 1958. As stated
in the original Articles of Incorporation, the purposes of the RCA are “to stimulate interest
in all community problems and improvements that will better the general welfare of the
community [and] to pay strict attention to any attempt to lessen the value of property
within its borders...”

�

Web site: www.randolphcivic.org
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dred thousand residents and respond to greater than six-
teen thousand emergency calls for service each year. The
County Executive’s appointed fire administrator, Gordon
Aoyagi, has begun to make dangerous changes to the fire
and rescue services provided throughout Montgomery
County. KVFD will be adversely affected by the pro-
posed changes. 

In a move aimed at dismantling the community vol-
unteer fire and rescue departments, the County Fire
Administrator is proposing to close the Kensington
Volunteer Fire Department’s Station 21, cut fire and
emergency medical services at several other community
stations and strip away critical administrative operations
support. These actions are being cast by the Fire
Administrator as cost saving measures. However, his
actions are deceiving, as the budget will actually increase
by the creation of new and costly non-essential programs
and job positions. 

This betrays the trust and will of the community by
manipulating the budget in order to seek complete orga-
nizational takeover, defeating the lawfully established
public-private partnership that is already successfully in
place. The Kensington Volunteer Fire Department con-
demns these proposals and asks for your assistance.

Here’s how you can help . . .

Call the Montgomery County Executive, Douglas M.
Duncan, at 240-777-2500, and the President of the
Montgomery County Council, Michael Subin, at 240-
777-7900. Tell them the following four things:

• First, closing stations in our community, or any
community, is not an acceptable solution.

• Second, listen to our community fire officials; they
have objective and unbiased ideas for savings.

• Third, do not permit the firing of critical adminis-
trative operations support staff; leave our commu-
nity-based system intact. 

• And finally, express your support for the public-
private partnership and its continued growth and
strength through community participation, with
KVFD as a full partner in all levels of decision
making.

Six years ago, citizen support defeated a referendum
that sought to create a single government fire service.
Your support now is critical to maintain this community-
based system, intact and in place today.

VFD Station 21
(continued from page 1)

President’s Message
by Matt Shore

I hope that everyone had a safe and happy holiday sea-
son. These are special times to spend with family and friends.
Christmas seemed to come up on us a little quicker this year
and now we are already in 2003! Time sure goes fast!

Thank you to all who came out to the dedication of the
Mark Shore Memorial Bench on November 24th. We were
blessed with good weather and about 75 people came to help
my family celebrate my brother’s memory. If you couldn’t be
there, come by the corner of Garrett Park and Schuylkill
Roads and enjoy a good sit in the park. 

The Mark Shore Memorial team will participate in the
MS walk and bike races. The walk will be on Sunday, April
6th and start at Bullis School on Falls Road and finish at the
C&O canal. The bike race will be on May 17 and 18 in
Northern Virginia, riding from the Plains to Leesburg. See
page 15 for more information. If you would like to do the
bike or the walk call Frank Shore at 301-468-1225. All of the
money raised goes to the National MS Society to help find a
cure for Multiple Sclerosis.

On another note, don’t forget that we have a guest
speaker from LCOR coming to the March General
Meeting. LCOR is the builder of the proposed massive
development at White Flint Metro. LCOR will give a pres-
entation and answer your questions. See you there!
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Treasurer’s Report
by Richard Zierdt

As of January 24, 2003, combined RCA+RCF assets total $12,209.54. Some RCAers did not renew their Sam’s
cards, so Sam’s gave the RCA a refund (in cash!) for deleted accounts (see January 22 transaction below). We have 5
issues of the Echo left to pay for (~$5000) and distribute ($960). Donations to the Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Boy
Scouts will total around $800. By the end of the fiscal year, June 30, we should have about $5000 left in the kitty, a
nice start for the next fiscal year, 2003-04. Thanks again to Mauro Biondo for bringing home the (advertising) bacon,
and to all RCA members whose dues and donations make this operation possible! See the Paid RCA Members List
beginning on page 6.

RCA Checking Register
11/13/2002 through 1/24/2003

Date Num Payee Memo Amount Balance

BALANCE 11/13/2002 10,407.84
11/18 RCAssociation ad income 100.00 10,507.84
11/18 E-xfr Verizon Oct 22 telephone -21.63 10,486.21
11/25 692 Quick Printing December ECHO -965.00 9,521.21
12/02 RCAssociation 2 advertisers 589.00 10,110.21
12/17 Verizon Nov 22 telephone -21.64 10,088.57
01/22 RCA cash deposit 390.00 10,478.57

inc:membership 1 member 30.00
inc:Sams 12 Sams refunds 360.00

————
BALANCE 01/24/2003 10,478.57
RCA Bank balance, November 22 statement: 10,486.21
RCA Bank balance, December 23 statement: 10,088.57

RCF Checking Register
11/13/2002 through 1/24/2003

Date Num Payee Memo Amount Balance

BALANCE 11/13/2002 1,580.57
11/15 RCFoundation donation 50.00 1,630.57
11/29 interest .18% 0.21 1,630.78
12/16 RCFoundation donation 50.00 1,680.78
12/31 interest .15% 0.19 1,680.97
01/15 RCFoundation inc:donation 50.00 1,730.97

————
BALANCE 01/24/2003 1,730.97
RCF Bank balance, November 30 statement: 1,630.78
RCF Bank balance, December 31 statement: 1,680.97

Total RCA+RCF cash assets 12,209.54
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Randolph Civic Association Paid Members for 2002-2003

Extra contribution scale:
* = $1  - $5
** = $6  - $10
*** = $11 - $20
**** = $21 - up

Ashley Drive
Astner***
Austin
Bartlett
Behram
Bollinger*
Boston
Bradley
Breon***
Broun
Bryant
Burleigh*
Butler
Canick**
Carawan***
Churchill***
Clarke**
Cline & Pillers-Cline
Dellasanta***
Dikel***
Eckloff
Enge**
Evangelista**
Fagley**
Fernandez
Gibbons & Tincknell***
Grabb & Hamza
Guynn**
Hamasian**
Hammersley
Hauser**
Haynes
Higdon
Hoffeld
Ingberg**
Jardine***
Keller
Laranjeira*
Li*
Logee*
Mantz***
Marshall****
Martin
Maschke*
Middleton****
Moore***
Namoradze-Ruhadze**
Nichols
Patten**

Paulson***
Phelps***
Prock**
Puente**
Rankin*
Reid*
Rossomondo***
Shadid**
Shaw
Sollway**
Sondermayer***
Souder*
Surles & Marshall***
Swick
Tarello
Tifford
Tyler**
Vanderlinden
Virtue*
Walker*
Walling***
Ward**
White & Biondo**
Woitach**
Wynn
Zetti*

Boiling Brook Court
Weisemann*

Boiling Brook Parkway
Abelmann
Aposporos**
Applegarth***
Bowles**
Brunetto*
Carmen*
Cope
Cregger**
Duarte***
Eggleston
Evers
Greening***
Hagberg**
Houser**
Johnson***
Kennedy*
Kirwan**
Klain*
Long
Mendes***
Osborne
Penafiel*
Robinson & Stone**
Roche**

Roesch*
Sanmartin
Schwartz

Brentford Drive
Basiliko
Brocca*
Collins
Coral*
Mayen
Mulquin
Ocheni*
Rosenstein
Savage**
Strock**
Trainor***
Uston
Weber

Coachway Drive
Freideman
Gilliand
Gobleck*
Hixenbaugh***
Hunsicker****
Jones**
Kelly
Lalos***
Larew & Lentz***
Pasola**
Strobell***
Tedder
Young
Zierdt****

Creek Shore Drive
Alderson
Boyarsky*
Burroughs***
Casciano*
Christian**
Couture***
Dempewolf
Dick*
Diethrich***
Falcon**
Gouveia
Harmon*
Harper & Walsh**
King**
Kormeluk***
Leary
Lepre
Lewis
Madsen

Marella**
Marques***
Mock**
Monahan*
Navecky***
Ramsey***
Scappa**
Sheng
Shutta****
Snyder
Stone
Tao
Trinquero*
Warren**
Weeks***
Williams
Ziese**

Creek Shore Place
Burns**
Linthicum*

Ertter Drive
Jackson** 
Cogdell
Crane***
Hermosilla**
Hilty****
Hundrup
Kopyto**
Lane*
Lim*
Marr
Martinez***
Moreno***
Murray
Olson**
Panameno***
Pometto*
Portocarrero
Preston
Rabinovitz
Samari*
Shrestha****
Turner**
Vatter*

Forestvale Drive
Durgavich*
Gzirian
Nemirovsky
Sullivan*
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(continued on page 8)

Galena Road
Berry
Brooks
Craft*
Epstein
Fletcher**
Jones*
Kotzalas**
Palomino
Usui
Voisin
Wu

Gaynor Road
Bartholome**
Lacey****
Linares***
Preston
Santiago
Scherf & Cooper***

Gemstone Terrace
Brennan*
Brown***
Jordan**
Stewart**
Troy**

Grayling Lane
Bailor
Bender*
Brady
Calderone***
Joyner**
Leffler***
Nicro**
Ventura
Whitaker**

Hunters Court
Bledsoe & Dodson
Ferster & Dooley
Grossman*
Pitcher
Valenzuela
Woo

Hunters Lane
Ablat*
Alfonzo**
Alvarez
Buonomo
Campbell
Cannon*
Chism
Clark***
Correia*

Gehlhar
Ghirlando***
Guthrie*
Jenkins**
Kopyto
Kwan
Lee
Lim
Linthicum
McKane
Miller***
Moeller
Morlando*
Perez
Rezapkin****
Rodriguez****
Saah
Saunders****
Shiflett*
Sienkiewicz**
Singh*
Teachum
Vlahov*
Walters*

Lauderdale Drive
Lee
McClung
Roh*

Schwartz
Senko*
Stockslager**
Wilson
Zayas**

Macon Road
Alota-Tordil*
Amemiya
Brandler*
Bucher****
Clowers
Flandrau**
Gaunaurd**
Graf***
Konrad**
Kroos*
Marshall
McDuffee
Mohan*
Orenstein***
Park*
Peppin
Reyes***
Rojas*
Rukus
Santorocco
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Sawyer**
Scott
Sonnenberg***
Stillwell****
Tigert
Tolson
Vaughan
Vissari
Wickum
Zelaya*

Monongahela Court
Biondo***
Flores

Monongahela Drive
Bonanno
Chrisafis
Fishman**
Hash
Loyd
Mendez*
Mitchell
Nightingale*
Raymond
Wong

Mori Drive
Betts
Chang
Constantinou
Conversano****
Cote-Colisson
Demitz
Hughes**
Johnston
Lavin**
Levy
Robinson**
Schumacher

Nordlie Drive
Bruder
Smith*

Oakglen Drive
Lynch***
McDaniel**
Tekovic

Old Drovers Way
Franks***
Gray

Peters
Ricker
Saah**
Smith**
Stonestreet***
Wallace***
Wright***

Olden Road
Bladen**
Brown*
Clark***
Del Priore*
Ensor*
Goheen*
Hahn*
Knight***
Lynd
Nottingham
Payne*
Phillips
Richards***
Robertson*
Simmons***
Walker*
Wyatt

Otis Drive
Blackman**
Brown
Didden
Doane**
Junghans
Marino**
Martinelli
Yi*

Oxbow Road
Andrykovitch
Babcock
Beckmann**
Beltz*
Boyd
Charuhas
Cominos*
Creswell**
Donaldson
Flynn
George*
Gribble****
Joseph***
Kessler**
King**
Marsden
Morais
Poole**
Schotthoefer**
Speer
Talbott**
Tessier

Van Wicklin
Watts****

Patapsco Drive
Allen**
Andrews**
Chalkin**
Cordani***
Cotter*
D’shen****
Donahoe*
Faircloth***
Kaschak
Lewis
Reed, M.D.****
Turner***

Portree Drive
Howard
Lopez & Wood***
Martin**
McGovern
Milihram*
Zmudzka

Putnam Road
Block*
Davol**
Levy
Zeitlin*

Randolph Road
Aker**
Andreas Vassilas***
Archibald*
Diamantidis***
Echeverria
Ecuacion**
Flick, D.D.S.
Kline****
Lowe
Stevens***
Williams*

Red Fox Road
Beaver**
Bebawy
Byrne**
Cannon***
Divel**
Fascione & Kendrot*
Gagne**
Haggerty**
Kehoe**
Minor****
Murphy
Quinton
Smith*
Ward

Paid Members 2002-2003
(continued from page 7)
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Rock Road
Artola**
Ashworm
Bogumill***
Bonavita
Chubb
Duncan*
Etori
Gideon**
Kirvan
Koval
Libert***
Matias*
Matteson***
Nitsios
Scaldaferri
Spofford*
Trump****
Williams
Zimmerman

Rocking Horse Road
Bagley*
Beach
Branagan
Buddle**
Burke*
Burns***
Demma
Erzen****
Evans**
Few
Gracia**
Hubbell
Justiniano*
Kaushansky
Kemp & Gill
Keohavong***
Lam
Layaou
Mahony***
Merrick*
Murphy*
Pesanelli
Purcell
Robinson*
Trautvetter**
Wharen*
Winfield
Wolfe

Schuylkill Road
Baith**
Baker*
Banks**
Berg***
Bobik***
Bonavia
Bressler***
Campos

Carney*
Caruso
Clark
Condon**
Divel*
Ensor***
Flaherty***
French
Gideos*
Hanson*
Harris
Hill
Hurt***
Irvine
Kapusnick*
Keller***
Kholanian**
Lease
Lee***
Lietwiler
Loewinger*
Mandujano***
McKenney*
Melograna
Miller
Mooney**
Moore***
Muck**
Neufell***
Neumiller
Ney*
Parris
Peck***
Peluso
Petrelles
Porter
Rowe*
Rush & Holland**
Seymour**
Skinker*
Smith***
Springer, Holahan**
Stanley & Mazer***
Szalaj
Tartaglione
Tewksbury
Thompson**
Thompson
Truong***
Veizis
Watson****
Wheeler***
Willard, Jr.****

Star Lane
Cavich***
Hill***
Lester***
Santos

Stickley Road
Bergh**
Blockowicz*
Danzig
Hill
Lee**
Miller
Moore
Papini**
Smith***
Vasquez*

Stoneleigh Court
Beanan & Xirasagar
Hayden
Wright**

Timber Lane
Booth**
Church**
Lee***
McGahey*
Navarro*
Nonnemaker*
Sutton
Whitney and
Wisor

Topping Road
Amorim
Andrykovitch***
Campbell
Cano***
Collins
Costantino*
Dorsett***
Dorsette**
Evers
Gadbois**
Hartnell**
Hite**
Johnson, Jr.
McGhee
Mulcahy
Palmer, Jr.***
Rawcliffe
Ruiz***
Santos*
Schlosser**
Strott***
Tennyson***
Tsangaroulis*
Tweedie***
Wahler****
Williams***

(continued on page 10)
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Troy Road
Allison**
Arvis
Boblick**
Castle
Castro
Chandler
Ferrario
Fogelson***
Giannoni
Goodman***
Grattan
Green**
Henkle & Coyne***
Holt***
Ingraham**
Jackson****
King*
Kuster**
Lazell**
Lemmerman
Lolcama****
Loop**
Mason*
Miller

Mills****
Monninger*
Myers****
Nagy**
Nolan**
Piraino
Ringer
Saur*
Schweitzer****
Sermak & Green*
Shore
Simonds*
Spenner*

Wilwyn Way
Bowles*
Cayosa*
Dennis**
Dodd**
Downey
Fischer****
Holder***
Hrozencik
Hummel
Keilholtz***

Paid Members 2002-2003
(continued from page 9) Leeson

Mazurek
McKenna
McMahon**
Mosquera
Nelson
Neudorfer
Preston
Ray*
Santos
Shapiro**
Sisman**
Thompson**
West
Whitford*
Yani
Zaal

Wyaconda Road
Alkire**
Bauroth
Brizendine
Dommel***
Lee*
Longenecker**
Mangalmurti*
Mauney
Parsons

Renshaw***
Scannell****
Schneider
Sheehan*
Smith****
Trapani***
Utterback*
Valdivia**
Woo
Yeager*

Out-of-Area Members:

Silver Spring
Sonnenfeldt*

Running Springs,
California

Morris**

Sunrise, Florida
Biss

Total RCA
Members: 681
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Calls Received on
the RCA Hotline
301-881-2722 (2RCA)

November 13, 2002 to
January 22, 2003

General Note: The RCA gets a lot of calls about code
violations (untagged cars, tall grass, etc.). Please note
that phone numbers for agencies that handle such mat-
ters are published in the ECHO almost every month. You
don’t have to leave your name or phone number. The
RCA is here to help everyone keep our neighborhood as
orderly as possible, so please use these numbers. Please
call the RCA as well. We appreciate knowing and learn-
ing about our community.

2002-11-16 (Sat) 9:22 am Anonymous. The leaf raking
and snow shoveling list needs to be revised because none
of those boys appear to be available to do anything.
[Richard Zierdt here. I called, at random, one of the boys
listed in the ECHO, and talked to his father. He reports
that his son sometimes made $200 a day shoveling snow,
and is very willing to do work. I told the father that I
then was going to quit my own job and start a new line
of work! The caller mentioned no boy in particular, so it
is unknown who was called. If the caller wants to provide
more information, please call back. As far as I can tell,
these boys will work.]

2002-11-16 (Sat) 11:37 am Anonymous. What happened
to the trash can at the entrance to the Waverly-Schuylkill
Park? 

2002-11-29 (Fri) 1:41 pm Franklin Park, Hunters Lane.
When a street light is out or not working properly, the
County’s Department of Transportation can be called at
240-777-2190. Happy Holiday!

2002-11-29 (Fri) 2:21 pm Anonymous. People leave
anonymous messages because they want to get their
thoughts outs and questions answered without the possi-
bility of retribution from an offended party. Have a good
day.

2002-11-30 (Sat) 3:12 pm Officer John Polk. Would pre-
fer to have his name removed as the Mobile Watch pro-
gram. John is out all the time, especially in RCA-land.
We’re arresting a lot of people for drugs, alcohol, etc. We
respond to lots of situations, but in an official police
capacity. John thinks it best to remove his name as coor-
dinator. [We understand, and thank John for his efforts,
and appreciate his continuing involvement with the RCA
neighborhood.] 

2002-12-01 (Sun) 0:00 pm Franklin Park. May have
missed the December Echo, especially in the Franklin
Park area. 

— Tape Ran Out (!) —

2002-12-27 (Fri) 9:50 am Macon Road. Has the RCA
received any complaints of any sewer line ruptures after
the County performed its sidewalk and road maintenance
last year? Caller is experiencing sewer problems. Caller
is a 28-year resident and has never had a problem until
now, and it began after the County ran heavy equipment
up and down the property. Caller can’t prove it, but it’s
suspicious, as the problem started shortly after. Anyone
else had a similar problem?

2002-12-28 (Sat) 11:51 am Randolph Hills, 2nd section.
There is (still) a broken railing at Rocking Horse and
Boiling Brook. An orange pylon and tape, placed there
[as a temporary measure?] has since fallen into the creek.
Can the RCA do something about this or provide caller
with the correct number and caller will call. [That would
be the County’s Department of Public Works and
Transportation, Highway Services, 240-777-7623.]

(continued on page 12)
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2002-12-31 (Tue) 6:06 pm Randolph Hills. How can
caller get a copy of the Maryland sex offender list, men-
tioned in the December Echo? Caller wants to protect
caller’s children.

2002-01-06 (Mon) 10:44 am Boiling Brook Parkway.
Caller cannot stress enough how horrible the trash serv-
ice is. Three out of the last four Mondays, caller has had
to call the County to get them to get the contractor to
come back out because they don’t pick up all the trash,
or leave cans out in the road, which on days like today,
Monday the 6th, the snowplows go and hit [them]
because the contractor’s workers are too lazy to place the
cans back in the yard where they were. It’s a shame that
things cannot be the way they used to be. We bend over
enough for the contractors. We used to be able keep our
trash cans in our back yards, then the contractors got too
lazy and now the cans have to be put out front. It’s
ridiculous that the contractor cannot even place the cans
back in the yard. We need to change contractors. They
are horrible. Caller has had repeated trash problems, and
is tired of dealing with them. How do we get the situa-
tion changed? Petition? Caller is tired of calling the
County, but will keep doing it. [Richard Zierdt here. I
don’t think the contractor’s workers are lazy, because
they hustle. They practically run down the streets. The
problem is that trash contractors bid on these jobs, and
the more houses a contractor thinks it can service for the
same price, the more likely it will get a contract. Then it

RCA Hotline
(continued from page 11)

comes down to the person driving and the persons col-
lecting the trash: there are too many houses to service
properly. As for back yard pickup which we used to have,
County Executive Doug Duncan can be thanked for that.
Rather than have a public debate about it, he made the
change buried in the County budget he submitted to the
County Council, which is several hundred pages long. No
one would have noticed it, and no one did. We used to
have twice-a-week pickup as well. However, our property
taxes were reduced $50/year. Was it worth it? Not in my
opinion. Yes, the RCA could definitely hire its own con-
tractor if it were a municipality (I won’t discuss that fur-
ther in this note!) and we might be able to do so even as
an Association. Like many things in the County, there is a
“process,” but I’m not sure what that is right now. I
invite anyone interested in this idea to pursue it. In the
meantime, I appreciate the caller’s tenacity and thank
caller for caller’s efforts.]

2003-01-06 (Mon) 12:29 pm 4700 Topping Road. Caller
reports the theft of two sleds, one was an orange 2-seater,
the other green, on Sunday evening January 5, or early
Monday, January 6. These were Christmas presents.
Caller asks for the return of these sleds; simply leave
them at caller’s property, over the fence, no questions
asked.

2003-01-06 (Mon) 4:37 pm Boiling Brook Parkway.
Trash pickup is a little better, that is, the cans were at
least placed back on the property, but trash remains on
the yards of 472x and 472y BBP. This does not make the
neighborhood look good, and it makes food for rodents.

2003-01-09 (Thu) 11:20 am The residents at 47xx
Creekshore Drive may not be aware of large-item pickup.
They have left an appliance out for many weeks. Now
they have mattresses out. Could the RCA get information
to the residents so that they know how to dispose of large
items like these? [Household appliances need only be
placed near the recycle bin, but you must call 240-777-
6410 no later then 9:30 a.m. on the business day
BEFORE your collection day to schedule a pick up. Since
RCA-land is picked up on Monday, you must call
BEFORE 9:30 AM on the previous FRIDAY (such as any-
time on Thursday!). Now about mattresses. On one hand,
the County’s website (www.montgomerycountymd.gov)
says “Sorry, our mattress recycling program has been
discontinued.” However, at another spot it describes
“Special Collections” which do accept mattresses using
the same method as just described: “call 240-777-6410
no later then 9:30 a.m. on the business day BEFORE
your collection day to schedule a pick up.”]

In Memoriam

Sidney Martin Block, a 38 year resident of

Montrose Park, died at his residence on

December 13, 2002. His wife of 54 years,

Judith, and sons Alan and Michael were at

his bedside. Mr. Block worked many years

in sales positions and retired from Sears in

1986. The family would like to thank the

neighbors who provided love, comfort and

much support during his lengthy illness.
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“Mark’s Bench” Graces
“Mark’s Park” 
by Margaret Dikel

Another bench has been installed in Waverly-
Schuylkill Park, but it doesn’t match the other benches
already there. The new rosewood bench is a memorial
to Mark Edward Shore from his parents, S. Frank and
Josephine P. Shore of Troy Road, and the Shore family. 

Mark died of complications from multiple sclerosis
in 1998 at the age of 36, and his bench was dedicated
on November 24, 2002, the eve of the fourth anniver-
sary of Mark’s death, in a short ceremony attended by
about 75 friends, neighbors, and relatives of Mark and
his family. The ceremony began with a blessing offered
by Fr. Joseph Perkins, associate pastor at Holy Cross
Church in Garrett Park, and was followed by a couple
of short speeches and nice refreshments. It was a beau-
tiful day and a very touching event.

It is fitting that Waverly-Schuylkill Park is the loca-
tion for the bench as it really was Mark’s park. He was
frequently seen going up and down the trail in his wheel-
chair, and the establishment of the park can be credited
to his family’s efforts to make it easier for him to get out
of the house. The bench sits at the Schuylkill Road
entrance to the park where it gets sun in the early morn-
ing and late afternoon but shade in the middle of the day.
The landscaping immediately around the bench was
designed and installed by Dennis Hernandez of Troy
Road, Patrick Gilchrist of Forest Glen, and Lester
Bollinger of Ashley Drive, with the help of others. 

Mark Shore was diagnosed with MS in 1982, but he
did not allow the disease to hold him back. After gradu-
ating from Montgomery College in 1985, Mark served as
commissioner of the Montgomery County Commission
on People with Disabilities from 1988 to 1995. He also

worked with the National Multiple Sclerosis Society for
ten years. His family has continued to work with and
support the society, organizing the Mark Shore Memorial
Team to participate in society events. Frank Shore, a for-
mer state senator who represented District 17 from 1971
to 1990, was recently honored by the national capital
chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society for his
efforts to raise awareness of this disease as well as funds
to help find a cure.

This memorial bench was arranged through the
Montgomery Parks Foundation, a public nonprofit organi-
zation founded in 1992 to help fund park and open space
needs in Montgomery County working in cooperation
with The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission and the Montgomery County Department of
Park and Planning. The foundation’s memorial program
allows anyone to dedicate a bench or tree to the memory
of a loved one, and they work with you and the county to
find an appropriate location for your memorial. Frank

learned about the program on Father’s Day in
2002 when he picked up a copy of the founda-
tion’s newsletter while visiting the Black Hills
Regional Park in Boyds, and he and Josie decid-
ed that this was the best way to honor their son’s
life. All of us who walk through the park will
certainly appreciate their gift.

For more information on the Montgomery
Parks Foundation and their memorial program,
please call the foundation at 301-767-0002 or
check their website at www.montgomery
parksfnd.org. If you want to learn more about
MS or ways you can join the fight for a cure,
check the National MS Society’s website at
www.nmss.org or call 1-800-Fight MS 
(1-800-344-4867).

Members of the Shore Family at the dedication ceremony:
Gregory Shore, Mary Jo Shapiro, Josie Shore, Frank Shore,
and RCA President Matt Shore.

“Mark’s Bench” in Waverly-Schuylkill Park.
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Catch the Spirit and 
Join the Fun!

Join the Annual MS Walk
This spring, RCA-land neighbors are getting fit and making a difference by participating in the annual
MS Walk. The 8-mile walk takes place on Sunday morning, April 6 starting at Bullis School in Potomac,
Maryland and continues along the scenic C&O canal, and ends with lunch at historic Glen Echo.

Join the Mark Shore Memorial Team and help find a cure for this debilitating disease. 
Help the team by walking or by pledging your support in the fight against MS. Call the Mark Shore
Memorial Hotline today at (301) 468-1225 to become part of the team or send your tax-deductible
contribution by April 6 to: 

Frank Shore, 11230 Troy Road, Rockville, MD 20852 
(make checks payable to the 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society).

Don’t miss your chance to 
join your neighbors and make a difference!

Want more? Call for info on these 
upcoming MS events.

MS Bikeathon
May 17th and 18th

MS 3-Day Challenge 50 Mile Walk
from Annapolis to the Washington Capitol 

Sept 5th, 6th, and 7th

Among last year’s MS Walk Team participants were
(from left to right): Michael Gresalfi, Frank Shore, Josie
Shore, Mary Jo Shapiro, Bonnie Wahiba, Eileen White,
Evelyn McClung, Richard Zierdt, Katie McClung, and
Julie Stanish. Come join us this year!

Fr. Perkins of Holy Cross Church
in Garrett Park offers a blessing at
the dedication ceremony for
Mark’s Bench in Waverly-
Schuylkill Park. The ceremony was
attended by about 75 friends,
neighbors, and relatives of Mark
and his family.
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News from 
Pack 1081
by George Gadbois

November and December are
always a busy time for Pack 1081
Cub Scouts. On November 9, along
with Troop 1083 Boy Scouts, Scout leaders, and many
parents, the following Cub Scouts from our Pack collect-
ed more than 80 crates of non-perishable food for the
Manna Food Bank: Sawyer Kibbe, Brad Gessford,
Joshua Murtagh, Jason Beam, Gregory Gadbois, Josh
Hart and AJ Taylor. 

Since our last Echo column, these scouts worked hard
to earn the following advancement awards: Webelos II Pin
- Citizen - Johnny Hilderbrand, Fredis Mata, Joseph
Owen; Webelos I Pin - Fitness - Kyle Blakely, Tony
Caffi, Matthew Fieller, Derick Pineda; Bear Awards:
Whittlin’ Chip Award - Jason Beam, Kevin Benitez, Jake
Blakely, Alan Costas, Gregory Gadbois, Josh Hart,
Sasha Hevey, Dwayne Remillard, AJ Taylor, Diego
Vallejos; Swimming and Physical Fitness Sports Pins -
Dwayne Remillard; Tiger Awards: Tiger Belt Totem -
Tyler Bochniak, Jose Gallardo, Brad Gessford, Gabriel
Hernandez, Sawyer Kibbe, Alex Sanchez, Ben Weitzel. 

The annual trip to White Oak Lanes on November
24, where as usual, duckpins went flying with all the
strikes and spares, was a great time enjoyed by Jose
Gallardo, Brad Gessford, Sawyer Kibbe, Alex
Sanchez, Ben Weitzel, Matthew Best, Joshua
Murtagh, Patrick Owen, Jason Beam, Kevin Benitez,
Jake Blakely, Gregory Gadbois, Josh Hart, Sasha
Hevey, Dwayne Remillard, AJ Taylor, Diego Vallejos,
Kyle Blakely, Tony Caffi, Matthew
Fieller, Derick Pineda, Johnny
Hilderbrand and Joseph Owen. On
December 7th, Brad Gessford, Jason
Beam, Gregory Gadbois, Josh Hart,
AJ Taylor, Diego Vallejos and Johnny
Hilderbrand braved the cold weather to
visit Mt Vernon and participate in a
solemn wreath laying ceremony at the
gravesite of George Washington. Under
the musical talent of Mrs. Karen Wood,
a loyal scout parent, the Pack caroled
for the seniors at the Randolph Hills
Nursing Center on December 8th. Our
holiday chorus for this event included
Brad Gessford, Devin Kenney, Joshua
Murtagh, Patrick Owen, Brenton
Polk, Kenneth Rodas, Ayinde Warren,
Jason Beam, Jake Blakely, Gregory
Gadbois, Josh Hart, Sasha Hevey,
Dwayne Remillard, AJ Taylor, Diego

Vallejos, Kyle Blakely, Tony Caffi, Matthew Fieller,
Derick Pineda and Johnny Hilderbrand. 

Our Holiday Pack meeting on December 19th fea-
tured music, a skit, caroling, decorations and a somewhat
expected visit from Santa himself, who had gifts for all
the kids. A couple of days later our Webelos II scouts,
Johnny Hilderbrand and Joseph Owen, helped Santa
hand out candy canes with the Troop 1083 Boy Scouts
on a fire truck ride through the Randolph Hills neighbor-
hood. After Christmas, several boys and parents spent
some winter break time designing, cutting, filing and
sanding Pinewood Derby cars at a couple of afternoon
sessions at the Cubmaster’s workshop. At press time, the
Pack is looking forward to the Derby event as well as
some skating and skiing outings. Happy New Year to all
our readers! Please visit our website:
http://hometown.aol.com//jph3190/1081.html

Santa is assisted by the Kensington VFD, with Webelos Scouts and Boy
Scouts delivering candy canes, in a holiday ride through RCA-land.

Santa visits Pack 1081 at their Holiday Meeting.
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Photo by Adell Milne.

Troop 1083 News
by Brian McGahey

First of all, thanks to all who got their Christmas tree
from us this year. Come back next year, and see our ad
(at right) for delivered mulch in March. 

Troop 1083 once again took Santa Claus on the fire
truck around RCA-land. This is a big event and requires
many hands. Thanks to Lynn Russell and Kensington
Volunteer Fire Department for the fire truck. Thanks to
Mr. Talbott, Mr. Saunders, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Tao for
guiding the fire truck. Scouts under the leadership of
SPL Chris Soares included Nachi Roper, Andrew Tao,
Jake Bolt, Edwin Fuentes, Scott Talbott, Hafez
Taghavi, John Pitkin, Andy Wood, Ed Huggins, Steven
Santos, Anthony Gadbois, Hunter Wyatt, Moses Hart
and Galen Miley. Webelos included Johnny Hildebrand
and Joseph Owen. Non-scout siblings included David
Santos and Jen Wood. Afterwards we went to the
Talbott’s house to celebrate the season and enjoy pizza
from Armands of Congressional Plaza and former 1083
Scout John Deem.

Several great traditions for Troop 1083, some old,
and some new. Upcoming events include competing at
the Klondike Derby at Little Bennett in January, near
Clarksburg, Md. We will be skiing at Whitetail in
February (one of the reasons we sell Christmas trees).
And our annual Scout dinner, the Khaki and Green, will
be in February. 

Check the ad and buy some mulch!!
If you would like to join the fun, and are a boy who

has finished fifth grade, we meet every Monday at Viers
Mill Elementary School, at 7:30 p.m. Or call Mr. Dave
Talbott, Scoutmaster at 301-881-6567.

Troop 1083 Mulch Sale

$3.00 for 3 cu. ft. bag
Orders due by February 23, 2003

Free delivery to your driveway
Delivery date on or about March 15, 2003

See our order form inserted in the Echo or
on our website at

www.troop1083.org

For more info call Dave Talbott
at 301-881-6567 or email

dave_judi_Talbott@juno.com

Mark your calendars 
for Spring Cleaning

in Waverly-Schuylkill Park!

Saturday, April 26, 2003
(the day after Arbor Day)

More info in the 
next issue of the Echo.
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(continued on page 20)

Zoning News
White Flint Golf Park

Several civic associations, including Garrett Park
Estates and the Parkwood Residents Association of
Kensington, are opposed to Metro’s plan to develop the
White Flint Golf Park. Metro plans to allow a private
company (LCOR) to develop the 32.4 acres around and
over the White Flint Metro Station into a huge develop-
ment $625 million development. 

The civic associations say that Rockville Pike is
already gridlocked, and that the developer is assuming
more commuters will take Metro than is reasonable.
Also, there are not enough open spaces for pedestrians in
the development. 

Target comes to Montrose Crossing.
Target will build a “big box” store behind RCA-

land’s Giant food store, next to the railroad tracks. Nebel
Road is also to be extended, north of Randolph Road
along the RR tracks, and intersect with Bou Ave at the
parking garage. Previously, a Home Depot was going to
be built at this location, but they backed out of the deal. 

Don’t get us wrong, the RCA executives like Target –
Home Depot, too. Our concern is that if this project were
slightly to the north, within the Rockville city limits, it
would be banned. In year 2000, Rockville enacted a “big
box” ban of stores of more than 65,000 sq ft. 

Now, Rockville councilmembers and Mayor Larry
Giammo are steamed because this Target is being built
right outside the city limits. Giammo said he is “phe-
nomenally concerned” about increased traffic (and so is
the RCA!). 

Strathmore Road Narrows 
The County Planning Board (MCPPC) has voted to

narrow Strathmore Avenue in RCA-land’s next door
neighbor Garrett Park, from the present 28 ft wide to 24
ft. The purpose is to slow traffic. Mandatory Referral
#02811-SHA-1 will construct 5-ft sidewalks and street
trees on both sides of Strathmore. Crosswalks will be
made of pavers, and some private parking pads and turn-
arounds will be provided. 

White Flint Conference Center 
The White Flint Conference Center & Hotel is/was

tentatively scheduled to start this spring. The 225-room
hotel across from the White Flint Metro Station was held
up in court for more than two years because of a resi-
dent’s concern that the center will cause massive traffic
on Rockville Pike. 

This development is to feature the largest ballroom –
23,000 square feet – in the Maryland and Virginia sub-
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Don’t Forget! When visiting or calling our advertisers, please mention the ECHO.
Thank you for supporting your community!
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It’s the Law! Shovel Your
Sidewalk! 

The County will begin enforcing a new ordinance
requiring residents (that means you!) to shovel the side-
walk in front of their house. The Pedestrian Winter Safety
Act requires residents to shovel sidewalks within 24 hours
of the storm’s end, or face a $50 fine. The elderly and
disabled can call 240-777-2600 for volunteer shovelers. 

Howard and Prince George’s counties also have such
laws. In Loudoun County, residents have six hours to
shovel their walks after the snowfalls ends, or face a $250
per day fine. Northern cities, like Pittsburgh, have had
such laws for years. The parents of school-age children
were the motivating force in getting this law enacted.

Is Your Landlord Neighbor Legal?
Montgomery County requires all property owners

that rent out their houses (including those in RCA-land)
to have licenses. Owners without licenses can be fined
$500. The license year runs from July 1 until June 30.
Fees range from $35 to $95. 

Help the County raise money! Report rental houses
to the County, to the Department of Housing and
Community Affairs Licensing and Registration Unit at
240-777-3636. www.hca.montgomery.org
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White Flint Office Development 
The RCA executives have sent a letter to the County

opposing a proposed 30% reduction in required parking
spaces for the White Flint Office Development. This
project is now to be built on the east side of Rockville
Pike, just north of the White Flint Golf Park (driving
range). We feel parking and traffic are bad enough in
RCA-land, without loosening the zoning already in place. 

RCA Treasurer Richard Zierdt wrote “There is cur-
rently insufficient parking within North Bethesda in gen-
eral, and along Rockville Pike in particular, and yet the
request seeks a 30% reduction in the amount of required
parking capacity.” RCA Exec George Gadbois attended a
hearing on November 17th, and testified on behalf of the
RCA against granting waiver loosening the parking
space requirements. 

Then a funny thing happened. The developers’
lawyers called Richard, and said they were going to file a
new “plan” that reduces the number of parking spaces
they need. 

The County’s Department of Permitting Services
(DPS), after hearing our testimony, did not decide the
developer’s zoning waiver request one way or another.
Instead, they “punted” and returned the whole develop-
ment package back to Park and Planning. 

The RCA execs do not understand this action. Why
did we bother to testify against the parking waiver, if no
decision was going to be made? It appears to us that the
DPS postponed the decision once they ran into community
opposition. Returning the development package back to
Park and Planning takes everything back to square one,
and gives the developers a second chance, either to come
up with a more acceptable plan, or to simply wear commu-
nity activists like us down. The RCA may invite the devel-
opers to present their side at an upcoming RCA meeting.

urbs and the third-largest in the area, says Kelly Groff,
executive director of the Conference and Visitors Bureau
of Montgomery County. Montgomery County’s largest
ballroom now is 7,000 square feet, at the Hyatt Regency
Bethesda. 

The development is a joint project of Montgomery
County, the state of Maryland and D.C.-based
Quadrangle Development Corp. It includes 36,000
square feet of walled meeting space, 20,000 square feet
of public corridors for registration and exhibits, and the
225-room Marriott hotel, which is expandable to 450
rooms. Presently the 12-acre lot that will house the hotel
and conference center is the White Flint Metro parking
lot, on the eastside of Rockville Pike.

Zoning News
(continued from page 18)
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Thank you
for supporting
your community!
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C L A S S I F I E D S
The Echo publishes classified ads free for community members, to a max-
imum of one ad per year per household. Additional ads may be purchased
for $5.00. The Echo makes every effort to ensure the quality of goods or
services offered.

Important Phone Numbers
Police: Non-Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-279-8000
(Police Reporting Areas (PRA): Franklin, Montrose Park: #306;
Westminster, Randolph Farms: #308; Randolph Hills 1st & 2nd sections
#308; Randolph Hills 3rd section: #309)

Police: Non-Emergency (Rockville Station)  . . . .301-279-1591

Police: Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .911

Park Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-949-3010
(for Randolph Hills and Waverly-Schuylkill Parks)

Abandoned Cars (on private property)  . . . . . . .240-777-3600

Animal Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-773-5960

Building Permits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-6200

Consumer Affairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-3636

Crisis Hotline (24 hours)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-315-4000

Department of Natural Resources  . . . . . . . . . .800-442-0708
(wildlife nuisance problems)

Disability Resources  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-1246

Fire Non-Emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-0744

Housing Code Violations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-3600
(for calls about tall grass, broken windows, trash in yard, etc.)

Large Item Pick-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-6410

Libraries: Hours, etc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-0002
Telephone Reference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-0001

Metrorail and Metrobus schedules & info. . . . . .202-637-7000

Montgomery County Humane Society  . . . . . . .240-773-5960
Emergencies only  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-773-5900
Licensing Dept.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-773-5946

Motor Vehicle Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-800-950-1682

Office of Environmental Policy & Compliance  . .240-777-7700
(noise, burning leaves, hazardous materials, spilled/leaking motor oil)

Parking Violations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-8960

Parks: Information & Permits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-495-2525

PEPCO: Power Out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . toll free 1-877-737-2662
Emergency/Life Threatening  . . . . . . . . . . .202-872-3432

Post Office, Rollins Ave., Rockville  . . . . . . . . . .301-231-5973

Rat Control Unit (Health Dept.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-3986

RCA Hotline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-881-2722

Recycling Info (www.mcrecycles.org)  . . . . . . . . . .240-777-6400

Recreation Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-6804

School Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-279-3391

Senior Citizens (Holiday Park) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-468-4448

Street Light Out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-2190

Transportation (Highway Services)  . . . . . . . . . .240-777-7623
(to report traffic signals out, street sign damage, potholes, graffiti, etc.)

Transit Information Center (www.dtwp.com) . . . . .240-777-7433

Trash Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-6410

Tree Maintenance (ask for county arborist)  . . . .240-777-7623

Voter Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-8500

Water and Sewer (WSSC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-206-8000

Weeds/Rubbish Complaints  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240-777-6400

Note to Contributors:
The deadline for the March issue 

of The Echo is February 1st.

Fall Leaves and Winter Snow:
Here’s Your Help

Here’s a list of boys willing to perform leaf
raking, snow shoveling, general yard work, etc.

Andrew Souder 301-770-7632 Ashley Drive

Matt Bebawy 301-881-4698 Red Fox 

Brett Valenta 301-816-0293 Ashley Drive

Alex Cassel 301-770-8757 Macon Road

Mike Couture 301-984-8647 Creekshore Drive

Steven Santos 301-468-1756 Wilwyn Way

Chris Geerman 301-230-1386 Ashley Drive

Office Equipment Wanted: Before you cast away any
unneeded filing cabinets, bookshelves, desks, chairs,
computer equipment or other useful office equipment,
please call Franklin Park resident Bill Murray at (301)
770-0285 for free removal.

Winter Watercolor Classes. Learn to paint in nearby
Garrett Park! Small, informal classes for adults. All lev-
els welcome, including complete beginners. Held in
teacher’s Victorian home. Martha Seigel, MFA, the
American U., 21 years experience. Call 301-946-5388.
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